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Presidentʼs Comments
Welcome Spring!!!

This will be a great 
time to get out and 
do some shooting.  
The weather should 

be interesting and comfortable for 
everyone to get out and practice 
what they have learned from the 
programs we have presented over 
the winter.

Our programs have been quite 
varied this year.  We have tried to 
have something for everyone - 
from the basics to more involved 
and/or technical aspects of pho-
tography.  We hope that everyone 
has found them informative.  Our 
members run the gamut from be-
ginners to some very  experienced 
photographers, so we strive to 
cover all levels of photography 
during various presentations.  If we 
have a speaker/program that 
seems a little too confusing or 
more technical for your comfort, 

we encourage our members to ask 
questions either during the pro-
gram, after the program with the 
speaker, or after the meeting with 
any  of the more experienced 
members of the Club.  ACC prides 
itself on members helping each 
other and working together, so 
donʼt hesitate to ask a fellow 
member.  If we donʼt know the an-
swer, we probably  know who does 
and can be of help.  One of the 
goals of ACC is to get every  mem-
ber to advance from taking a good 
photo to producing a WOW photo.

Another good way  to learn is to 
go on outings and field trips with 
other members.  You can pair up 
with a more experienced member 
and work together.  Or, if we have 
a leader, that leader will be avail-
able to help you and give you 
pointers.  Pairing up  with another 
club member could certainly  help.  
When we have our critique ses-
sions, make notes of the com-
ments made.  Or if you have an 

(continued on page 3) 
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Officers and Committee Chairs

Bill Kruser Co-President co-president@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Cindy Kuffel Co-President co-president@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Ken Olsen V.P. Programs & Workshops vpprograms@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Carol Arnolde V.P. Competition vpcompetition@arlingtoncaneraclub.org

Cathie Berner Treasurer treasurer@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Mike Berner Membership Chair membership@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Kent Wilson Special Events Chair specialevents@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Roy Mattke Chief Judge chiefjudge@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Diana Jacobson PSA Representative psarep@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Nathan Silvers & Randy Vlcek CACCA Representatives caccarep@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Diana Jacobson Newsletter newsletter@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Michelle Thrane & Patty Colabuono Publicity publicity@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Bill Kruser Arlington-In-Pictures arlingtoninpictures@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Jim Roberts Webmaster webmaster@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Kathy Wessels Yahoo! Group Site yahoogroupsite@arlingtoncameraclub.org

Mike Berner Digital Imaging digital.imaging@arlingtoncameraclub.org

ACC meets at the Arlington Historical 
Society, 110 W. Fremont, Arlington 
Heights on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
the month, September through the 1st 
Wednesday  in June.  Meetings start at 
7:30 p.m.

Coming in May

May 6 - Program
“Itʼs a Wet World” by professional nature photogra-
pher Will Clay.
May 20 - Critique
Members Critique Session.  Also, “My Favorite 
Place” (time permitting).

ACC Mailing Address:

126 E. Wing Street, Suite 242
Arlington Heights, IL  60004

© Arlington Camera Club.  The contents of “Through The Lens” are copyrighted.  No material may be reproduced in any man-
ner without the written permission of the Editor or the materialʼs specific contributor.
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idea, donʼt be shy, please 
share them with the group.  
Your opinions are important, 
and everyone has something 
to contribute.

The outings provide a 
great way to learn from oth-
ers.  Whether you learn 
something very  useful, or if a 
photo isnʼt that good, you 
might learn what not to do 
next time.  You can have a lot 
of fun learning by  being with 
fellow photo enthusiasts.

We have a lot of great 
programs coming up.  We will 
again be meeting through the 
summer with some interest-
ing things to do.

Our next digital competi-
tion will be April 15th.  You 
can submit your images to 
Mike Berner as soon as they 
are ready.  By submitting 
early  it gives Mike a chance 
to review  them and make 
sure they  meet the criteria 
needed for entry  in competi-
tion (proper size and titling).  
If they  do not meet the crite-
ria, Mike will return them to 
you for correction and re-
submission up to the dead-
line.  Once we get more used 
to doing this and setting them 
up properly, the digital com-
petition should run quite 
smoothly.  We thank every-
one in advance for their pa-

tience while we institute 
these procedures and iron 
out the wrinkles.

We hope everyone is able 
to get out and do some 
shoot ing wi th th is n ice 
weather -- at least when it 
finally  arrives.  Keep in mind 
that you can get some very 
interesting photographs in the 
rain.

Thank you all for your as-
sistance and support.

Bill and Cindy

Presidentʼs Comments (contʼd)
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CACCA Competition Results – March 2009

Slides

Kent Wilson Wood Duck 21

Bill Ditman Base of Scottʼs Bluff 21

Donna Thomas Walking at Sunset 20

Large Monochrome

Nancy St. Clair White Swan 21

Small Monochrome

Ken Olsen Comfort Zone 22 AW

Carol Arnolde Lilies 21

Nancy St. Clair Loving You 20

Paula Matzek The Old Kitchen 20

Large Color

Nate Silvers Natures Geometry 22

Jane Maio Museum on the Lake 21

Ken Olsen Castle Valley Side Road 21

Norm Plummer Snow Tracks 20

Small Color

Kent Wilson High Dive for Dinner 24 HM

Jane Maio Blue Sky Blue Water 22

Barbara Silvers Coned Flower Landing 21

Marlene Jones Sunlit Cliffs 20



April 2009                                          Through The Lens                                                       Page 5

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Barbara Silvers April 2

Patty Colabuono April 9

Mary Stitt April 14

“I like to watch the person viewing my  photographs to 
see if their eyes twinkle or cloud with tears. Does the 
smile sneak out when they  were not expecting it to. 
Then I know I have captured emotion that can be 
shared.”

Marsha Cairo

“Photography  appears to be an easy  activity; in fact it is 
a varied and ambiguous process in which the only 
common denominator among its practitioners is in the 
instrument.”

Henri Carter Bresson

“Which of my photographs is my favorite? The one I'm 
going to take tomorrow.”

Imogen Cunningham

Correction

In the March issue of Through The Lens, it was incorrectly stated that Dolo-
res Jossund and Joanne Trahanas had written the piece abut photographer 
John Paul Caponigroʼs lecture at College of DuPage.  In fact, the two had 
done the research and, after contacting his publicity  person, were told that 
Mr. Caponigro prefers that the information provided on his website 
http://www.johnpaulcaponigro.com/about/press_room/index.php be down-
loaded and used as presented on that page.

http://www.johnpaulcaponigro.com/about/press_room/index.php
http://www.johnpaulcaponigro.com/about/press_room/index.php
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Illinois Orchid Society Spring Show
by Kent Wilson

At least three members of the Club enjoyed the 
opportunity  offered by the Illinois Orchid Soci-
ety  Spring Show, hosted by the Chicago Bo-
tanic Garden, on March 22.  A special one hour 
Photographersʼ hour was very  nice as there 
were no crowds and tripods and flash could be 
used without objection.

Marlene Jones and Marge Botchie enjoyed the 
opportunity, though Marge is a Garden volun-
teer and worked during part of the time, so she 
may not have gotten as much time to take pic-
tures.  Other members may have been pre-
sent, but if so, I didnʼt see them – I was too 
busy admiring the beautiful flowers.

I was reminded of a useful lesson during this 
shoot:  donʼt forget to check your white balance 

if youʼre shooting digital.  I remembered mid-
way  through and changed to tungsten, but 
since I shoot RAW (not in the raw – thatʼs 
completely  different and this is not a confes-
sional) it didnʼt really matter.

For the more picky photographer you may 
want to set custom white balance,.  To do so, 
read your manual (RYM)!  Basically, get a grey 
card (a white card will do also, but Iʼm told grey 
is better).  Place the card in the light that your 
subject is exposed to, and make an exposure 
of the grey  card, making sure that a large part 
of the card is in the center of the frame.  Next, 
go to the menu setting in your camera for Cus-
tom White Balance  Now RYM.  Different cam-
eras may do it differently.  Now Iʼm going to try 
to find my manual; Iʼve got some reading to do.
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2009 PSA Conference – West Yellowstone
by Diana Jacobson

The 2009 Photographic Society  of America 
(PSA) Conference (celebrating PSAʼs 75th 

Anniversary) is being held in 
West Yellowstone, Montana, 
September 20-26 at the Holi-
day Inn SunSpree Resort.  This 
promises to be a very  exciting 
conference, and the format is 
very  different from the usual 
PSA conference due to the lo-
cation.  This yearʼs conference 
is definitely  a shooterʼs confer-

ence.  This year there are no early  morning or 
evening meetings.  All meetings are scheduled 
during the mid-day  hours to allow attendees 
the maximum time for shooting, especially  dur-
ing the “golden hours” of early  morning and 
sunset.
There are feature presenta-
tions each evening, with 
some outstanding speakers:  
George Lepp (Tuesday), 
John & Barbara Gerlach 
(Wednesday), and Art Wolfe 
(Friday) are three presenta-
tions I definitely plan to at-
tend.
PSA is offering 5 bus tours each day  (35 in all) 
for attendees.  These cover many  wonderful 
areas of Yellowstone, as well as tours into 
Grand Teton.
There is so much to photograph in Yellowstone 
and Grand Teton, it is truly  a photographerʼs 
paradise.
Yellowstone has the largest concentration of 
thermal features in the world, over 100 water-
falls, and abundant wildlife.  September is the 

Elk rut season, so 
hopefully  we will be 
able to hear the Elk 
bug le wh i l e we ʼ r e 
there.  It is also a good 
time to photograph the 
Bison since their coats 

should be in prime condition.  And, if weʼre 
really  lucky, we might even be able to catch a 
glimpse of one of the wolves that have been 
reintroduced into the Park.
Grand Teton National Park has a very different 
look from Yellowstone – it is much more se-
rene, and we might get some nice fall color at 

this time of year.  There 
are a number of out-
standing areas to pho-
tograph in Grand Teton.  
Oxbow Bend is a won-
derful spot for early 
morning, and the view 

of Mount Moran along String Lake is another 
good early  morning spot.  Mormonʼs Row 
Barns and the Church of the Transfiguration 
are very interesting (and photogenic).
I encourage any  member who is interested in 
possibly  attending this yearʼs PSA Conference 
to check out the PSA website for information.  
You also want to make hotel reservations right 
away – you can always cancel if you decide 
not to go, but rooms are at a premium and get-
ting hard to find.  There are only 1,000 rooms 
in West Yellowstone.  
You do not need to be a 
member of PSA to at-
tend the Conference, 
but PSA does offer 
many excellent features 
for its members, and 
has a special section for first-year members.
Several ACC members will be attending the 
PSA Conference this year, and I am sure eve-
ryone will come back with some wonderful im-
ages from this trip.  I expect to see quite a bit 
of Yellowstone and Grand Teton in next yearʼs 
competition.
If anyone has any  questions about PSA, the 
PSA Conference, or Yellowstone/Grand Teton, 
please contact me.
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Shooting Pictures in Tough Economic Times
By Joanne Trahanas & Dolores Jossund

These days, it is impossible to turn on the TV, 
read a newspaper, or listen to the radio without 
hearing about our bleak economic times. Many 
difficult decisions are being made by  individu-
als and families regarding spending in order to 
survive these times.  People may  not be eat-
ing out as much, nor buying expensive tickets 
to entertainment venues  or traveling as much.  
I overheard two individuals talking in the gro-
cery  store just recently, and one said to the 
other, “Now, it is just about boring days at 
home.” 

No doubt times are tough and budgets 
strapped, but as photographers we are at an 
advantage-especially  when talking entertain-
ment and joy. We have the main tool—our 
cameras, and if fortunate, we may  have some 
additional accessories, and most important, we 
have initiative. What more do we need to help 
us through these difficult times? 

Despite the fact that photography  can be an 
expensive hobby, generally  speaking, if you 
have a camera (any  kind of camera) and your 
own creative energy, you can endure these 
times doing something about which you are 
passionate without spending a lot of money.  
So, take the equipment you already own, step 
outside and look at the world around you 
through new lenses.  For that matter, stay  in-
side and look at your surroundings perhaps 
from a new perspective like sitting on the floor 
or atop a ladder.  Forget the fact you may have 
already  photographed somewhere, something, 
or someone previously. It is a new day!

What has changed today—the colors, the 
shapes, and the abundance of something, the 
living things, the movement of people of 
things? Look around at all the people and 

shoot a theme such as people enjoying green 
spaces or people hustling and bustling in mod-
ern times. Travel the world for the cost of gas 
or public transportation, or for free by  walking.  
Let any  of these means  take you to view archi-
tecture on local college campuses; religious 
structures such as temples, mosques, and 
churches; or hit Lake Michigan or the Chicago 
Lakefront for shots at sunrise or sunset. What 
about researching and hunting down the many 
statues and/or monuments that are located in 
our parks.  And while youʼre at a park, focus on 
what activities are taking place.  How about the 
neighborhood tours including Pilsen, Beverly, 
Albany  Park, Wicker Park, Bucktown, Hyde 
Park, and Kenwood, just to name a few.   You 
also can photograph a popular event without 
actually  purchasing a ticket to the event. Just 
stand outside a very  popular concert or sport-
ing event and shoot the people arriving—some 
in formal dress, others in costume, people 
laughing, crying, carrying signs or banners, the 
possibilities are endless!  

So, no, I donʼt have a solution to the bleak 
economic times, but hopefully, this reminded 
you that we are into this hobby  for the chal-
lenges, the ever-changing possibilities, and the 
pure enjoyment it brings us.  One more thing, 
don't discount the pleasures others may  have 
by  going on an outing and taking pictures with 
a cheap camera and you.     If you bring some-
one else with you, you may  not devote as 
much time to personal picture taking, but you 
just might be introducing someone else to a 
new hobby...or at the very  least, introducing 
them to parts of this wonderful city/state that 
we live in.  Starting today  we donʼt have to 
spend a penny  more; we just have to shoot, 
shoot, shoot!
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The first step in getting your photos off of your 
camera and onto your computer is to read the 
manual.  No, thatʼs not meant to be funny.  You 
must read the manual because you need to 
know what kind of memory  storage media you 
camera uses.  Most cameras use either SD 
media or CF media.  See the photos below.

The manual for your camera will explain which 
type of media it uses, where this media is in-
stalled and how to remove it. Notice in the pic-
tures above, one of these items is labeled 8gb 
and the other is labeled 16gb.  These numbers 
refer to the storage capacity of the individual 
media card in Giga-Bytes.  It is important to 
know what the maximum media storage size is 
that your camera can address. This is most 
important with SD type media because cards 
with larger storage use a different storage 
method.  Also, if your camera can only  address 
2gb of media storage, there is no reason to 
spend the big bucks for an 8gb media card. If 
you must purchase media for your (DSLR) 
camera, go to Rob Galbraithʼs site and follow 
the instructions to determine which brand 
works fastest in your camera. The address is: 
http://www.robgalbraith.com/bins/multi_page.a
sp?cid=6007

Now that you know what kind of media your 
camera uses, you will need to buy a card 
reader for that media type.  It is best to buy a 
card reader that is specific to your type of me-
dia.  If you buy  a multi-media card reader, it 
will be possible to insert the card incorrectly 
and thereby  destroy your expensive media 
card and consequently  lose your photos. Me-
dia card readers can be purchased for as little 
as $7 or $8 for SD readers at places like Wolf 
Camera and Target.  CF card readers are 
more expensive.

These devices are designed to connect to your 
computer, either directly  or via a provided ca-
ble and they  connect to what is called a USB 
Port.  USB stands for Universal Serial Bus 
which simply  means that almost every com-
puter has at least one of these connections.  
The symbol for this port may  be found next to 
it and looks like this. 

Now you have everything you need to save 
your photos to your computer.

!

The Camera – Computer Interface
How to get photos from the camera to the computer

by Mike Berner

(continued on page 11) 

!

!

SD (Secure 
Digital) Media

!

CF (Compact 
Flash) Media

!

SD Card Reader

!

CF Card Reader

http://%22
http://%22
http://%22
http://%22
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The Digital Corner (contʼd)

How to do it.

1.
 Attach your card reader to your computer.

2.
 Turn off your camera and remove the me-
dia card.

3.
 Insert the card into your card reader.

4.
Windows

a.
 Important: ignore (close) the autoplay  
suggestion that pops up in Windows.

b.
 Open Windows explorer.

c.
 Create a directory  (folder) on your hard 
drive called Photos and then select it.

d.
 Create a sub-directory  named for the 
date you took the pictures.  This will 
help  keep them organized.  For exam-
ple: 2008-02-16 would be a directory 
for pics taken on the 16th of February 
of 2008.  If you place the year then the 
month and then the day, the directories 
will sort in date order.  (Organizing your 
photos by  subject requires special 
software and is way  beyond the scope 
of this article.)

e.
 Copy the photos from your media card 
(which will show up  in Windows Ex-
plorer as another hard drive) to the new 
directory  you have just created.  Voila! 
Your photos are now on your hard drive 
in a folder you named and can be 
opened and altered using Photoshop or 
any other photo software you choose.  
It is a good idea, however, not to 
change the original photo but save any 
changed photo with another name so 
that the original is always available in 

case the photo software gets much 
better in the future.

f.
 Close Windows Explorer.

5.
Macintosh

a.
IPhoto should open automatically

b.
Select “Import Photos”

c.
 Typically,you can let IPhoto delete the 
photos from your card when it asks. 
You now will have a gallery  with your 
photos.*

d.
 Either close IPhoto or, if you want to 
stay  in IPhoto to work on your images, 
unload the card (click the small black 
circle next to the card in the left hand 
menu)

6.
 Remove the media from the card reader 
and return it to the camera.

7.
 Turn the camera on and go to the menu 
and format your media card.

8.
 Important:  Go to the menu and format your 
card again.

You now have an empty  card in your camera 
so you can take more pictures and you have all 
of your pictures on your computer ready  for 
processing.

Note to Mac users – If you donʼt want to 
use IPhoto, your system can be configured 
to accept photos in a similar fashion to the 
Windows procedure above or it can be 
configured to import directly into Adobe 
Bridge. 
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ACC Calendar

September 3, 2008 Lou Nettlehorst -- Designing your photographs.  Want to make more interesting photo-
graphs?  Learn about designing or making images, not just taking them.  This class will 
enhance your awareness of subjects, teach you about seeing differently and help you 
compose photographs using the building blocks of visual design.

September 17, 2008 Pat Wadecki -- Quest for Impact.  How subject matter,  composition, choice of lenses and 
filters,  and chasing the light contribute to bagging that trophy shot,  and how a photogra-
pherʼs personal perspective of an often photographed area can turn that shot into one full of 
impact.

October 1, 2008 Competition -- Open to all paid members.  Please arrive early  so that your entries can be 
registered.  Competition begins at 7:15.

October 15, 2008 Critique Workshop -- We will discuss photos from the October competition with an eye to-
ward improving them or learning why they work.

November 5, 2008 Jerry Hug -- Beginning Photoshop Elements.  Now that youʼve installed Photoshop Ele-
ments,  what do you do with it?  Jerry Hug will explain how to get started using Photoshop 
Elements.

November 19, 2008 Hank Erdmann -- Nature photographer and workshop leader Hank Erdmann will join us to 
discuss images taken on our recent workshops.  If you havenʼt recently been on a workshop 
with Hank, feel free to bring in any single image (prints please) that you would like to have 
critiqued.  Additionally, Hank will be bringing some of  his favorite Door County images to 
showcase this wonderful shooting location.

December 3, 2008 Competition -- Open to all paid members.  Please arrive early  so that your entries can be 
registered.  Competition begins at 7:15.

December 17, 2008 Critique Workshop -- We will discuss photos from the December competition with an eye 
toward improving them or learning why they work.   Holiday Party Too!

January 7, 2009 Digital Competition.  We will be holding our first digital competition.  Details in January 
newsletter.

January 21, 2009 Bo Yuan from Imaging Luminary -- Demonstration of HDR and Tone-Mapping

February 4, 2009 Competition -- Open to all paid members.  Please arrive early  so that your entries can be 
registered.  Competition begins at 7:15.

February 18, 2009 CACCA Digital Competition -- ACC will host the monthly CACCA digital competition.

March 4, 2009 Preparing your entries for digital competition by Jerry Hug.  Jerry will show us the steps 
necessary in Photoshop to prepare your entries for digital competition.  Also Jerry will share 
some of his favorite Photoshop tips and tricks!

March 18, 2009 Fred Drury -- Color Management

April 1, 2009 Competition -- Open to all paid members.  Please  arrive early so that your entries can 
be registered.  Competition begins at 7:15.

April 15, 2009 Digital Competition.  We  will be holding our second official digital competition.  En-
tries to be sent to Mike Berner via email.

May 6, 2009 Itʼs a Wet World by Will Clay.  Professional nature photographer Will Clay takes us on a pho-
tographic journey examining water in nature in all of  its forms.  Along the way Will shares 
some of his favorite photographic techniques that make his outstanding images possible.

May 20, 2009 Critique Workshop  -- We will discuss photos from the April competition with an eye toward 
improving them or learning why they work.  Also, “My Favorite Place” (time permitting).

June 3, 2009 End of Year Competition and Election of Officers

June 17, 2009 Lou Nettlehorst will be critiquing images from the May 31 workshop.  All Club  members are 
invited to attend even if they didnʼt participate in the workshop.
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!

January ACC Digital Competition Winners

Hanalei Bay Sunset
by Bill Bible

Pink Lemonade
by Kent Wilson

Martagon Lily
by Nora Liu

Shopkeeper
by Marlene Jones

Daylily
by Nora Liu

Blue Racer
by Norm Plummer

Covered Bridge
by Carol Arnolde

Monument Valley
by Diana Jacobson
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!

February ACC Competition Winners

Cana Island Light
by Ken Olsen

Door County Dawn
by Kent Wilson

Wet Berries
by Randy Vlcek

Snow Tracks
by Norm Plummer

Good Day At Badlands
by Kent Wilson

Through a Glass Lightly
by Patty Colabuono

The Old Kitchen
by Paula Matzek


