MESSENGER WOODS on Bruce Rd, north of Rt  6(Sowest hwy)/east of Cedar Rd in rural Lockport: Take 294 tollway south to the I-55 interchange .Go west on I-55 to Route 83. Go south to 111th Street. At this intersection Rt.83 will turn to the left. Continue straight on, following 171 to Derby Street and make a left onto Derby (stop light at the intersection).Go south on Derby 0.8 to 0.9 tenths of mile to the intersection with 131st, make another left. Go 0.4 tenths of mile to the intersection with Parker road, make a right turn onto Parker. Continue for 5.0 miles until it meets Chicago-Bloomington Road. Turn right. In 0.1 tenth of a mile Bruce Road will turn off to the right, follow Bruce Road 0.4 tenths of a mile the entrance to Messenger woods will be on your right. Follow the park road to the very back of the park follow path that goes north to a bridge and cross over.   Park gates do not open early so some photogs use a small opening in the fence off of Parker Rd. just north of a major jog in the road north and west of the Chicago-Bloomington intersection. Parking is very restricted as the side of the road and not allowed near the opening in the fence. Bring boots. 

Messenger Woods is one of Will County's oldest and most unusual forest preserves. Visitors to the preserve can enjoy one of the few remaining forests in northeastern Illinois that have not been altered by grazing, cutting, farming, or development. Messenger Woods has old groves of oak and rich maple bottomlands amidst rolling hills. Spring Creek, which runs through the preserve, has cut steep ravines through the hilly forest…is known for its abundance of spring wildflowers that carpet the forest floor. --- blue-eyed Mary, showy trillium, wild geranium, and hepatica. The biggest attraction is the Virginia bluebells; far more appear at Messenger Woods over a few fleeting weeks in April and May than anywhere else in Will County. Summer Hours (April - October) 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. / Winter Hours (November - March) 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m
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 bridge over stream serves as entrance from north end of  parking lot which you enter from the south off of   Bruce Rd .after it splits away from Chicago Bloomington Rd.

